[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 2: There are many barriers to organizing collective action to achieve public goods. Why is government necessary, and what role does politics play? Write an essay in which you answer these questions by discussing the relationship between public goods and barriers to collective action.
It is expected for each government to take care of its citizens. With this, it means that the government is expected to protect the citizens from various threats, provide for the vulnerable community, and work to eliminate poverty as much as possible. These responsibilities are referred to by Bianco & Canon (2017, p. 6) as public goods or things that when given to a single person, needs to be given to everyone else. This is stated in the United States Constitution, that “the federal government exists to promote the general Welfare” (Bianco & Canon, 2017, p. 6). However, despite the government’s responsibilities, the people or the public can still do something, such as collective action, if they want to address certain public concerns. Collective action happens when a group of people works together in order to reach a common goal (Dowding, 2013). These group gatherings or movements often ensure that controversial or critical issues remained on policy agenda (Bianco & Canon, 2017, p. 136). Collective action, however, is not always easy to organize or fulfill due to several barriers, thus, it is necessary to have government intervention. 
These barriers are called collective action problems. A collective action problem is described as a problem that roots from “disincentives that tend to discourage joint action by individuals in the pursuit of a common goal” (Dowding, 2013). An example of these problems would be the free rider problem. In this situation, members of a group are thinking that they can have the other members take care of the goal or simply do the work (Bianco & Canon, 2017, p. 7). For example, in a school group project, members of the group would most likely think that it would be okay if they would only contribute just a little to nothing. This thinking arises from the thought that there are other group members who would work to finish the school project, that there will be other members that can shoulder the responsibility and finish the task at hand. The problem is that if everyone in the project would think this way, little to nothing will be done and no project can be submitted.
This actually happens in societal issues that groups are trying to voice out or make known. Members of collective groups would think that there would be someone more influential or vocal who would be willing to step in and take action. This thinking may be due to hectic schedules or thinking that they are not influential enough or that they really do not have much that could contribute to the cause. The problem here is that if everyone in that group lives up to this mindset, then no one will actually do something to fulfill the group’s cause or goal.
Another barrier that prevents a collective action from succeeding is that the public good that the people want is not simply bought from the free market (Bianco & Canon, 2017, p. 6). These public goods such as education, health services, or protection against terrorism are not easily bought through simple transactions between buyers and sellers. Protection against terrorism, for example, needs a lot of planning and strategy management to become fulfilled. Even if people engage in collective movements such as protests or vigils, the problem of terrorism would not simply vanish, because these protests and vigils are not among the solutions or cures against terrorism.
This is where the government plays its role. If there is a government representative for that specific group, there will always be someone who will take action to fulfill the group’s goal or provide the public good the group desires. These government representatives that help provide the public goods collective groups are voicing out can be seen within the offices of the Social Security Administration, Department of Education, Department of Health, Food and Drugs Administration, and more. These people within these offices, including those who are drafting laws and policies for the benefit of the people, are the ones that aide collective groups fulfill their advocacies and desires.
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